
 

Registration form of 
Stranded Cetaceans 
in the WCR  
Stranded cetacean data 

Location:___________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
Lat: __________________˚N       Long ________º W. 
Date of the stranding: ________________________    
Death date: ________________________________  
Data collection date: _________________________ 
Number of individuals: _______________________     
Likely death cause: _________________________ 
 
Condition of the individual: (1) alive; (2) recent 
death; (3) decomposing (organs intact, little odor, 
and little swelling); (4) advanced decomposition 
(unrecognizable organs, body intact); (5) very 
advanced decomposition (dry body or skeleton only 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
Missing parts: ____________________________  
(Write down the condition of the specimen in its 
location and in its subsequent rescue).  
 
Description: color, location of scars, wounds, 
parasites, and other interesting details.            
Head:_____________________________________
__________________________________________ 
Dorsal Region: ______________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Sides:_____________________________________
__________________________________________ 
Abdominal  Region: __________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Dorsal fin: _________________________________
  
Pectoral fins: (dorsal)________________________ 
(ventral):___________________________________
  
Caudal fin: (dorsal)___________________________ 
(ventral) ___________________________________ 

Very important:Use the drawings on this form to detail 
the characteristics of the specimen, paying attention to its 
colour, head shape, pectoral, dorsal and caudal fins. On 
the inside of this form you can make sketches or outlines 
of the head and fins. Indicate missing parts of the 
specimen with dotted lines on your drawing 

 
 

         _ 
         _______________                             __________                
         Register number                                      Sex   
        _______________                         ___________ 
            Total length                                    Weight     
 
Species: __________________________________ 
Teeth:  UL___________________ UR___________ 
              LL___________________ LR____________ 
Baleens : UL___________________ UR___________ 
 
Reported by: _______________________________ 
Address:___________________________________
______________Phone:______________________ 
Data taken by: ______________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________Phone: __________ 
Weather and tidal conditions at the time of the 
stranding:__________________________________
__________________________________________ 
Body Orientation: __________________________
 
If it is alive, indicate the presence or not of predators 
or enemies, and behavior of the specimen before and 

after stranding:______________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

 
Samples Obtained: at least they must be obtained 
from: 
Mysticetes (baleen whales): two central baleen 
plates or ear bone ___________________________ 
Odontocete (with teeth): 4-5 consecutive teeth from 
the central part , whole head, skull or fins 
Use of the individual: ________________________ 
Destination of the samples: __________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 

Use the inner part of the form to draw the outline (silhouette) of 

the pectoral (indicating right or left of the animal), dorsal and caudal 

fins. Place on paper under the fins and trace the outline with a pencil 

in a vertical position. If possible, do the same with the head. If the 

animal is too big, sketch the shape of the fins and draw the 

distribution of colors. Don't forget to draw both pectoral fins 

Alive Animal  Outcome  

Healthy  Refloated and survive  

Emaciated  Refloated and die  

Injured  Intervened with meds   

Left alone  Kept public away  

Sick in water  Swam away  

Injured in water  Died    
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Organ to sample 
*(cause of death cannot be 

determined!) 
 

Analyses:  
✓ life history (Max DDC=5) 
✓ DNA (Max DDC=3) 
✓ Biomarkers (Max DDC=1) 
✓ microbiology (virus, bacteria, biotoxins) (Max DDC=2-3) 
✓ stable isotope &fatty acids (Max DDC=5) 
✓ serology (Max DDC=2) 

 
Storage: plastic bag in Freezer (-20 to -80°C) 

Analyses: contaminants 
(Max DDC=3) 

 
Storage: wrapped in 

aluminum foil and put in 
plastic bags in freezer  

(-20 to -80°C) 

Analyses: histology (pathology 
& reproduction) (Max DDC=3) 

(no more than 1 cm thick!) 
Storage: plastic container with 
10% buffered formalin (9 times 

liquid versus tissue), at room 
temperature 

Analysis: parasitology 
(Max DDC=4) 

 
Storage: 

Plastic vial with alcohol 
10% in freezer (-20 to -

80°C), and room 
temperature 

What for 
 

Container Sample Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample Size 

Number of 
samples 

Sample Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample size 

Number of 
samples 

Teeth Life history  Sterile plastic bag 
5 teeth collected in the 

middle of the jaw 
      

Skull Life history Plastic bag All        

Skin 
DNA 

Microbiology 
Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 2   ☐   3x3 x 0.5 cm  1  ☐   

Blubber 
Stable isotopes & 

fatty acids 
Microbiology 

Sterile plastic bag 5x5x5 cm 2   ☐ 5x5x5 cm 1  ☐ 5x5x1 cm 1  ☐ 
Several 

parasites 
2  ☐ 

Muscle 
Stable isotopes & 

fatty acids 
Microbiology 

Sterile plastic bag 5x5x5 cm 2   ☐ 5x5x5 cm 1  ☐ 5x5x1 cm 1  ☐ 
Several 

parasites 
2  ☐ 

External parasites  
(mites & lice) 

        
Several 

parasites 
2  ☐ 

Complete blood (if less 
than 16 hours of death) 

Microbiology 
Serology 

Blood collector 
tube (red cap) 

5-10 ml 2   ☐       

Eye-fluid (alternative to 
blood if carcass not fresh) 

Serology Sterile vial 1.5 ml 3 ml 1 ☐       

Eye and  
ocular swab 

Microbiology 
Histology 

Sterile plastic bag 
All organ (1 

eye) 
1 ☐ 

1 from eye ☐ 
  

 (2nd eye)  (inject 
formalin) 

1 ☐   

Respiratory swab Microbiology Sterile swab stick 1 from blowhole ☐       

Digestive swabs Microbiology Sterile swab stick 1 from anus      ☐       

Scapula Life history  All organ 2   ☐       



 

 

 List of samples to collect for an extensive data collection  

Organ to sample 

Analyses:  

✔ life history (Max DDC=5) 

✔ DNA (Max DDC=3) 

✔ Biomarkers (Max DDC=1) 

✔ microbiology (virus, bacteria, biotoxins) (Max DDC=2-3) 

✔ stable isotope &fatty acids (Max DDC=5) 

✔ serology (Max DDC=2) 
 

Storage: plastic bag in Freezer (-20 to -80°C) 

 

Analyses: contaminants 
(Max DDC=3) 

 
Storage: wrapped in 

aluminum foil and put in 
plastic bags in freezer 

(-20 to -80°C) 

Analyses: histology (pathology 
& reproduction) 

(Max DDC=3) (no more than 1 
cm thick!) 

Storage: plastic container with 
10% buffered formalin (9 times 

liquid versus tissue), at room 
temperature 

Analysis: parasitology 
(Max DDC=4) 

 
Storage: 

Plastic vial with 
alcohol 10% in freezer 

(-20 to -80°C), and 
room temperature 

What for Container Sample Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample 

Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample Size 

Number of 
samples 

Sample 
Size 

Number of 
samples 

Tonsils 

 
Microbiology 

Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

Lung  Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 

1 in upper 

location ☐ 
1 in lower 

location ☐ 

  3x3x1cm 1 ☐ 
Several 

parasites 
2 ☐ 

Lymph nodes Sterile plastic bag Half 1 ☐   half 1 ☐   

Heart/ cardiac 
muscle 

Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   3x3x1cm 
2 in different 

regions ☐ 
  

Liver Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 2 ☐ 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 3x3x1cm 1 ☐ 
Several 

parasites 
2 ☐ 

Pancreas Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

Kidney Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

Adrenal glands Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

Spleen Sterile plastic bag half 1 ☐   half 1 ☐ 
Several 

parasites 
2 ☐ 

Thyroid gland Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

1r. Stomach Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   3x3x1cm 1 ☐   

2d. Stomach Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   3x3x1cm 1 ☐   



 

Organ to sample 

Analyses:  

✔ life history (Max DDC=5) 

✔ DNA (Max DDC=3) 

✔ Biomarkers (Max DDC=1) 

✔ Microbiology (virus, bacterias, biotoxins) (Max DDC=2-3) 

✔ Stable isotope &fatty acids (Max DDC=5) 

✔ Serology (Max DDC=2) 
Storage: plastic bag in Freezer (-20 to -80°C) 

Analyses: contaminants 
(Max DDC=3) 

 
Storage: wrapped in 

aluminum foil and put in 
plastic bags in freezer 

(-20 to -80°C) 

Analyses: histology (pathology 
& reproduction) 

(Max DDC=3) 
 

Storage: plastic container with 
10% buffered formalin (9 times 

liquid versus tissue), at room 
temperature 

Analysis: parasitology 
(Max DDC=4) 

 
Storage: 

Plastic vial with 
alcohol 10% in freezer 

(-20 to -80°C), and 
room temperature 

 What for Container Sample Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample 

Size 
Number of 

samples 
Sample Size 

Number of 
samples 

Sample 
Size 

Number of 
samples 

Stomach content 

Microbiology Sterile vial 10 ml 1 ☐     
Several 

parasites 
1 ☐ 

Diet from prey 
analysis 

Sterile plastic bag Entire content ☐       

Intestine 

Microbiology 

Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 
2-3 regions 

☐ 
  5x5x1 cm 2-3 regions ☐ 

Several 
parasites 

1 ☐ 

Faeces Sterile vial 1-10 ml 1 ☐     
Several 

parasites 
1 ☐ 

Testicles/Ovary Sterile plastic bag half 1 ☐   half 1 ☐   

Milk Sterile plastic vial 1-10 ml 1 ☐       

Placenta Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 5x5 cm 1 ☐ 5x5x1 cm 1 ☐   

Fetal tissue 
(liver,kidney,lung, 
brain, stomach 
content) 

Sterile plastic bag 3x3 cm 1 ☐ 3x3 cm 1 ☐ 5x5x1 cm 1 ☐   

Mammary gland Sterile plastic bag 5x5 cm 1 ☐   5x5x1 cm 1 ☐   

Brain 
 
 
 
Cerebro spinal 
fluid 

Sterile plastic bag 
 
 
 
Syringe or 1.5 vial 

5x5x5 cm 
 
 
0.1- 5 ml 

2-3 regions 

☐ 
 
 

1-3   ☐ 

  

Half brain with 
cuts in the 

tissue so the 
formalin can 

penetrate 
adequately  

1 ☐   



 

Notes:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


